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There are inclosed hore�ith copy of communication 

OFFICE OF SUPERVISING INSPECTOR 

MEXICAN BORDER DISTRICT 

(TEX . . N. llEX .. ARIZ .. AHD SO. CAL. 

EL PASO, TEXAS 

office undor dato of tho 30th ultimo, oy tho inspector in char o nt Lnrodo, 

aop�r of one addressed 0·1 t'10 ::wme officor on t"lC same date t 

State Health Officer, Austin, Te:z.ac, and copy of a lett today by 

this office to Dr. Goddard, all dealing with an invitation extended to the 

inspector in charbo at Lare�o by Dt-. Goddard to po.rticipnte in, or detail a 

repre_entative to participate in, a conference of Health Officers to bo held 

at G-...lveston on the 4th instant for the !JUrpose of discussing border co; .. di-

tions, with special reference to plague and quarauti e matters. 

mor.e 

Now porha�s is as good a time as any to inform the B�reau that the 

� ../' 
� ed condition of tho border is a subject which is receivinc more and 

tention as time goes on, and no evidence is visible of an:.' -prus�ot 

�at tho Immic;ration Service will do any more th.'.Ul it is no.1 doin�· to re!'lody 

J" th?\J� tv.n tion, the seriousness of �hich has been urr,ed in innumer�ble co!IILlUni

�o��td re�arts from this offiao. 

rr;\ '/ The Immigration Servioe an the border ·•on for itself an enviable rop-

utation durinc the period in ·r1hi:::h its forces were at maximum strength. 11 

Departments of the Government looked to it, "™\ not in vain, to �raven t tre 

surN;>ti tious entrv of ::il io1.s. �he Immigration :Patrol, ·1hioh w&s established 

) 
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during tho period referred to o.nd whioh unfortunately wus ereatly curtailod at 

the close of Juno 30, 1919, nd completely abolished at the close of Ausust 18� 

1919, perform d wonderfully effective serviae,--a service unparalleled in the 

hi story of affairs on the exican Bordor. 

It is but natural that the reaction which set in with tho ·:1it1dra77al 

of the Patrol, and which apporen tly hns not yet reached its limit. is occasion

ing evor incroasinG ndverse critici sm, not only on the part of loderal o.nd 

State Officials but on the part of the la"!lf'ully disposed elements of th pub

lic in general. Praotico.lly ovory for� of lawlessness on tho border �ith whic·1 

Federal and utate nuthorities �re conco r . d, has its origin or can bo traced 

to violations of tho Imr:ii5ration Aot. Renegades crossing the border from Mex

ico in raids on peaceful co!!l!IIllilities or on aattle stealing exneditions are 

usuclly alions--Me:dcnns; persons clandes tinoly enterinc tte United S tatos 

brint;int !_:>orsonol belont;ings or effects c:...rrying con t.acion � rv in tho ser!le 

class. �ho sa�o may be said of those who surre�titiously introduce cotton or 

cotton seed carryin._, boll '."Jeevil infection. Liquor s!!lUgslers Dro in tho s.'.l!llo 

cl ss. The illustrations might bo carri ed out ad infinitum. Sufficient has 

been said, it is beli<lved ho•.1ovor, to show how vi tally and diroo tly the lm:ni

gration Servi�a is concerned, and unless tho lmmigTation Service is rch�bili

tc ted and �estored to its former status ns an e!foative instrumentalit � for 

the suppression of theso various for::is of lnwlosrnoss, it is not difficult to 

aon:oive that so!Ilo other ngenc;,· -.vill in tho not distrl1t f.�ture bo created to 

decl ·.·1ith tho si tuation. ':'he Custo::is Service, tho ?rohibition 3orvlco, the 

:.�blic Heal th vervice, tho Acricul turnl Depart�cnt, tho Bur u of lni r 1 Indus-
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try, the Department of Justice and tho Army, ::lro all cliroctl; concarned and 

ench in a W'<-Y is ros )Onsi blo for t 10 enforco :ion t ot" cartaln ln.wo clone; the 

bo rdor having to do vi th tho on try and exit of certa i n clnsses people or cO!Il-

odi ti os. The Public Hoa.1th f:ervice, for insto.nco, has no moro qu::.rrel with 

the lIIl�ir,r tion Service than the Inmi€rttion Service has with the Publio Heal th 

Service. It is tho duty, as this offico understands it, of tho A4.l.blic Healt h 

Sorvi co to effectively mr.intain quo.ran tine ago.inst the introdua ti on of di sea sos 

into the United Statos from foreign countrios. Thare is just as I!Dloh reason 

seemingly for the Public Heal th Service to assume the resuomiibili t:r o f keep

in�· out disoa.sod alion� along the bo�der as t'iere is for this sorvic.o so to do, 

and the analogy may proporl;1 be extonded to eaah one of the various services re

ferred to. 

The faot ror.iains, however, •that ever:r Tui:nrt?:ient of the Govern.aent, 

State and Federal, and tho �uolio as well, consider first and above ever�-thing 

else, tne fact that the violators being in the ma.in aliens, it is primarily and 

fundamentally tho duty of tho Immigration Service to look after them. 

As this office views tho situation, nothing would be gained by sendi� 

a representative of thi s service to the Galveston conference. If one attended, 

he would be placed in the vor;: embarrassing position of h.avinc: to ad.mi t thllt 

the border is wide open between the stations froo ono end to the other; that 

sufficient men and monoy have not been sup'llied to effective l:; ad.>ninister the 

immicr ation laws on the border. 

Sooner or later so:ne Depart:nant of the Government will bo ao�pollod to 

take hold of thir�s on the )foxioan Bo rder and enforce the various J?edoral la.vs, 

and tho writer ho;xls the lmmigrction Servi ce will no t be required to take a 
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ba.ak soat, but unless it pro vidaa the men� to entoro• i'• law1 it 11 ln•Y1'9k"ble 

tlnt it will be rolecutod to the bai'a:,ground. Canno• the Bureau do 1omath1ng to 

meet this critiaal situation? 

JS. 

Inol. 21727. 

�� 
8uparTialng lnapeotor. 


